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Liberal and/versus Marxian Perspectives on Exploitation: Toward a Defense of a Marxian Approach 

Abstract:  This paper addresses three interconnected sets of issues concerning exploitation. The first part distinguishes between the structural complexity of exploitation and its theoretical complexity. The latter relates to different kinds of explanatory and normative perspectives that are used to account for exploitation and the former concerns the different elements or aspects of exploitation itself. The second part compares and contrasts liberal and Marxian theoretical perspectives on exploitation. It draws on the explanatory/normative distinction to organize a discussion of liberal and Marxian perspectives and to identify possible compatibilities and fault lines between these perspectives. The last part of the paper extends the discussion of liberal and Marxian conceptions of exploitation to debates about globalization and global justice where it contrasts the Marxian perspective with neo-liberal and liberal cosmopolitan perspectives on exploitation. The principal aims of the paper are to clarify some issues at stake in debates over exploitation, to argue that while there is room for fruitful cross-fertilization of Marxian and liberal perspectives on exploitation there are also important differences, and to make a preliminary argument that a Marxian perspective on exploitation can contribute to thinking about global justice. 
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